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A SYSTEMATIC LIST OF MAMMALS REPORTED FROM
KERALA, INDIA

DINESAN CHERUVAT*, C. RADHAKRISHNAN AND MUHAMED JAFER PALOT

Western Ghats Field Research Station,
Zoological Survey of India, Calicut (Kerala).

Introduction

Four thousand six hundred and twenty
nine species of mammals have been
recorded so far from the world over. India
harbours 408 species, of which 38 are
endemic to the country (Alfred, 2002). In
proportion to the land area, the abundance
and endemism of mammalian species in
the country are very high. As Kerala endows
a part of the biodiversity-rich Western
Ghats, it is also very rich in the diversity of
mammalian species. Sadasivan (1987) dealt
with 47 species of mammals known from
Kerala. Nair and Easa (1997) mentioned
75 species of terrestrial mammals
pertaining to Kerala. Balakrishnan (1997)
reported 78 species of terrestrial and 25
species of aquatic mammals occurring in
Kerala. A thorough perusal of scientific
literature reveals that 96 species of
terrestrial mammals and 13 species of
aquatic mammals (excluding the domestic
ones) occur in Kerala (Table 1).

Some of the species of rodents and

bats reported from border areas outside
Kerala are not included in Table 1 due to
the want of confirmed reports of their
occurrence in Kerala, though some of them
may eventually be found in Kerala as well.
A list of such species is presented in
Table 2. In Kerala, bats form the most
species-rich group consisting of 28 species
followed by rodents forming a group of 23
species.

Along with the common English
names, vernacular Malayalam names of
the species dealt with are also provided in
the current list. Since some of the smaller
mammals like shrews, bats and rodents
have no Malayalam names, we have
attempted to coin their names (marked in
asterisk). The nomenclature followed here
is mainly based on Honacki (1982) and
Wilson and Reeder (1993). Besides, the
work of Bates and Harrison (1997) on bats
and those of Agrawal (2000), Ellerman
(1961), Khajuria et al. (1997) and Pradhan
et al. (1997) on rodents have also been
consulted.
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SUMMARY

There are 408 species of Mammals known till date from India. An updated systematic list
of mammals known so far from the State of Kerala incorporating information on 109 species,
including 96 species of terrestrial and 13 species of aquatic mammals, is presented. The list
also provides the vernacular name, common English name and scientific name of each species
besides data on their distribution as well as conservation status.
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