
After many years of deliberation and reports of cineraria), Ker (Capparis deciduas), Guggal (Commiphora 
National Agriculture Commission in 1976 and Wildlife weightii), clumps of Sewan  grass (Lasirus sindicus) are 
Advisory Board Expert Committee 1977,an area of 3162 commonly found on the sandy areas of DNP. The rich 
square km falling in Jaisalmer and Barmer districts of insect fauna, which is a characteristic of this desert, plays 
Rajasthan was selected  in 1980  to be developed as the a remarkable role as micro-consumer in the existing 
Desert Wildlife Sanctuary . There are 73 villages located ecosystem besides amphibian, fauna including one 
in the Sanctuary area having a total population more species of toad and five species of frog, reptilian fauna 
than 49000. The cattle population of all these villages is spiny tailed lizard (Uroma hardwickii), desert monitor 
approximately 3, 29,000. In addition nine satellite areas (Varanus griseus), fat tailed lizard (Eublepharis 
outside the boundary of sanctuary have also been macullarius), lacertid (Acanthodactylus cantoris), lizards 
identified and fenced to supplement welfare factors to (Caltes versicolar); species of snakes like cobra, eryx, 
wildlife of the region. The area is situated near the border ptyas species, krait- Bungarus careuiesns, Russel's viper 
area of Pakistan and India at 25 degree 47 minute to 26 (Vipera russelli), spiny-tailed lizard (Uromaxiys 
46 N and 70 45 E. The nearest railway station of this hardwicki) etc. are usually found on shrubs and trees. 
Sanctuary is Jaisalmer and can be approached both by Bird population includes grey partridge (Francolineus 
train and by road from Jodhpur city. pondicerianus), The Great Indian Bustard, desert courser, 

tawny eagle, spotted eagle, hawks, etc. Sixty species of Desert National Park is the only Sanctuary in India 
mammals including chinkara (Gazella dorcus), rozara which represents typical desert ecosystem. The main 
(Blue bull), desert cat (Falis lebyca), desert fox (Vulpes v. objectives of creating and managing this sanctuary were 
pusilla), the jackal (Canis aureus), the wolf (Canis lupus), to conserve the flora, fauna and the landscape in its 
the hare (Lepus nigricollis) and hedge hog (Hemiechinus natural form perpetually, to protect the natural habitat of 
auritus collaris) are fairly common in this area.critically endangered state bird of Rajasthan the Great 

Indian Bustard and build up a viable optimum population The Desert National Park has tremendous 
and to promote regulated eco-tourism and induce importance in terms of economic value by virtue of  
people's participation in conservation. Beside this it was sewan grass (Lasirus sindicus), one of the finest fodder 
aimed to carry out basic and applied research for the grasses in India), conservation value (for endangered 
endemic rare fauna and flora of this area for sound park Great Indian Bustard or Godavan), ecological value (for 
management. soil conservation and sand dune stabilization), 

educational and scientific value (for children, teachers, The flora of this region are phog (Callogonum 
scientists and local  people and tourism (revenue from polygonoides), Khara (Haloxylon salicornicum),  bui 
tourism), etc. It is a place worthy to see for every (Aerva persica), Tumba (Citrullus c o l o c y n t h i s )  e t c .  
community, society and professionals.Beside this Jal (Salvadora oleoides), Khejri (Prosopis 
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The Editor,
Indian Forester

It was a memorable day for me and my friend who went 
to Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary, Jorhat in wildlife observation 
week despite of the fact that we had witnessed a dead 
response to wildlife week celebration. We were warmly 
received by the Forest Guard and given a brief account on the 
Gibbon wildlife sanctuary. It was a pleasure to know that the 

220.98 km  sanctuary has a rich diversity of primates, 
butterflies, mammals and even reptiles. 

The Gibbon wildlife sanctuary, situated in Jorhat district 
of Upper Assam has its early history as 'Hollongapar' forest, 
which was declared as reserve forest in 1881. The government 

thof Assam has notified it as wildlife sanctuary on 30  July 1997. 
o o oThe sanctuary lies between 26 40'-26 45' north and 94 20'- 

o94 25' east. We were told that the area enjoys the movement 
of around 40 elephants, 26 families (comprising 1 to 5 
members) of Hoolock gibbons (Hoolock hoolock; endangered 
IUCN 2013) around 4 troops (around 35 members) of Pig tailed 
macaques (Macaca nemestrina) and almost 100 individuals of 
stump tailed macaques (Macaca arctoides). It is recognised as 
one of the most diverse spot for primates in India. It holds 
mammals such as leopard, leopard cat, Chinese pangolin 
(Manis pentadactyla; endangered IUCN 2013) etc. 

We were fortunate enough to spot capped langur 
(Trachypithecus pileatus), rhesus macaque (Macacamulatta) 
and pig tailed macaque (Macaca nemestrina) in the sanctuary. 
A record of few butterflies like dark archduke (Lexias dirtea) ? , 
? ; common birdwing (Troides helena), commander (Moduza procris) etc and some plant species was taken from the 
trials. Ahaetulla prasina, short -nosed vine snake (Least Concern, IUCN, 2013) was also recorded. 

The most strange and an unforgettable sight we came across was, a Malayan giant squirrel (Ratufa bicolour 
gigantea) (Sparrman, 1778), which has a protection status: Schedule II (WPA, 1972), Appendix II (CITES) and Near 
threatened (IUCN, 2013), foraging near the human settlements. The Malayan giant squirrel is largely arboreal, a strict 
inhabitant of forests of North east in India (Gurung, K.K. and Raj Singh, 1996). The R. bicolour was sighted resting on a tall 
tree near the range office in the afternoon. It seemed that it was ignoring our presence even in 15m distance. It then 
climbed down and observed licking stone on the floor of an abandoned house. It was obvious from the behaviour of the 
squirrel that, it is quite familiar with human presence and sources of food in the settlement. 

According to the guard, this squirrel is seen almost regularly in the forest edges and nearby areas of the houses. 
This could be because of seasonal food deficiency in the forests or some other reasons. The situation may put the 
species in danger of poaching or changes in behaviour. This is a serious issue which has to be addressed immediately at 
management level, since the species in focus is strictly protected under WPA, 1972. 

Jis Sebastian
Rain Forest Research Institute, Jorhat, Assam 
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