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CHECK LIST OF MAMMALIAN FAUNA OF MANIPUR

LAIFRAKPAM ARUNKUMAR AND HIJAM TOMBI SINGH

Department of Life Sciences,
Manipur University, Canchipur (Imphal)

Introduction

The hill girt State of Manipur in the
North-eastern India is a distinct
geographical entity. Ilthas an areaof 22,356
km? of which the boundary hills form 92%
with various altitude ranging from 2000-
3000 m above msl and stretching between
23.83°N - 25.68°N to 93.03°E - 94.78°E. This
magnificent land is bounded in the North
by Nagaland, West by Assam, South and
South-West by Mizoram and South-East
by Myanmar. Physiographically, the land
is divisible into a central valley and the
surrounding mountains. The central valley

is oval shaped with a gentle slope towards
the South measuring 798 m above msl at
the extreme North and 746 m above msl at
the southern end.

There are wet-temperate, pine, wet-
hill, semi-evergreen, Tectona grandis-
Dipterocarpus turbinatus, bamboo-brakes
and grass-brakes forest. These varying
agro-climatic and altitudinal conditions
from tropical, montane sub-tropical,
montane temperate and sub-alpine climate
offer congenial conditions for growing wide
range of flora thereby giving good shelter,
fodder etc. to varieties of wildlife.

Fig. 1

Lutra lutra Linn.
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The Javan Rhinoceros, Rhinoceros
sondaicus (Desmarest) and the Wild Ox of
Burma Bos bosteng Wagner have totally
vanished from Manipur. Thereisnodetailed
record on the mammalian fauna of Manipur
apart from fragmentary reports submitted
by several workers: Higgins (1933-34),
Roonwal and Mochnot (1977), Mukherjee

Indian Forester

[October

(1978), Mohnot (1980), Tombi Singh and
Shyamananda Singh (1988), Choudhury
(1991, 1992), Arunkumar and Tombi Singh
(1992, 1999).

The systematic accounts and list of
mammalian fauna of Manipur as checklist
are given in Table 1.

Fig. 2

Felis bengalensis Kerr.
Fig. 3

Cervus eldi eldi McClelland
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Fig. 4

Muntiacus munjak Zimmermann
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SUMMARY

78 species belonging to 66 genera, 16 subfamilies, 23 families and 10 orders along with their
names, distributions and status of the mammalian fauna of Manipur are recorded and framed
as a checklist. It shows that Manipur has great potential for the study of biodiversity of
mammalian fauna, due to the occurrence of Indian, Indo-Chinese and Malayan elements of
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