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In Udaipur city there are three lakes Pichola, 
Swaroop Sagar, Fateh Sagar. All the three lakes are 
connected to each other. Pichola is directly connected to 
Swarop Sagar and Swaroop Sagar is connected to Fateh 
Sagar by a canal which has two sluice gates just to regulate 
the excess water.

Prior to 1989, there were scanty rains for five 
consecutive seasons. For the years '87 and '88 there was 
no exchange of water between Fateh Sagar and Swaroop 
Sagar. In 1989, there was good rain and all the lakes over- 
flowed. During this season, Swaroop Sagar received a good 
amount of water. So, by opening the sluice gates the excess 
water of Swaroop Sagar was taken into Fateh Sagar. When 
both the lakes were full, they were closed and because the 
level of water in both the lakes was the same, there was no 
seepage from the gates. When the gates are closed, a part 
of the gates remain about 4 feet above the water level.

On 7th September, 1989, I was standing near the 
gates of the canal. At about quarter to six in the evening, 
suddenly a Rohu broke the surface of the water about 9 
feet from the gates of the canal coming from Swaroop 
Sagar towards Fateh Sagar and cleared the obstacle of the 
gate about 4 feet above water.

Now it was trapped in the water of the canal 
between the two gates. After a lapse of five minutes it took 
yet another jump which was very high and cleared the 
obstacle. It landed squarely into Fateh Sagar. This time 
during the jump it gazed to the channel of the gate before 
landing into Fateh Sagar.

The distance between the surface of the water and 
the place on the channel where the Rohu touched, was 

fully 11 feet and 9 inches. No ripples in the water prior to 
the Rohu's two jumps show, that it had not taken any dash 
before the jumps. Such a high jump, almost perpendicular 
to the surface of the water by a Rohu is amazing.
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VIEWS AND EXPRESSIONS

MANAGEMENT OF HUMAN ELEPHANT CONFLICT IN DIFFERENT STATES

Heavily used infrastructures through protected 
areas and reserves, loss of corridors and conflicting 
cropping pattern on the edge of the forests are the main 
reasons for human elephant conflict in any area.

Apart from southern states of Karnataka, Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu, some human dominated landscapes of 
Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha and West 
Bengal are affected by human elephant conflict. The 
responses of human vary in different regions. While in 
southern states, public is generally aggressive and target 
the elephant herd with the gun shots, tribal in Jharkhand 
and Sarguja region of Chhattisgarh never show any 
aggression and do not use  gun during anti-depredation 
operation. It has been observed during my tours to 
Jharkhand and Uttarakhand that villagers do not have a 
tendency to chase the herd. By and large they clear the 
passage and elephants move away silently. Whenever 
elephants were chased violently, using sound crackers etc, 
lot of damage to mud houses were inflicted.

Elephant Mortality and Criminals go unpunished

Conflicting cropping pattern on the edge of the 
forests is the main reason why elephants move out of the 
reserves. With the growth of human and cattle population, 
many buffer areas between the forests and agriculture 
lands have now been occupied for tea and coffee estates, 
agriculture etc. Paddy, sugar cane, banana crops, shade 
trees of Kyrata urens and jack fruits in coffee estates etc 
attract elephants. The pith of banana plant and Kyrata 
urens are very much liked by elephants. Once the herds 
visit the area hundreds of acres of banana crop are 
damaged. In the attraction of Kyrata urens, the elephant 
herds trample coffee plants and inflict lot of damage. 
Elephants also like jackfruit. When there are fruiting in 
jackfruit trees, the smell goes for a long distance, and 
elephants are attracted.

Elephant herds straying in human dominated 
landscape move during nights and damage crops and 
other properties, while they hide themselves in tree 
groves during the day time. Elephant herds also stay in 
coffee estates such as in Coorg and Hassan, where estate 
owners open fire at them while chasing, as against the 
normal practice of Forest department using crackers to 
chase them. Bullet injury in some cases leads to 
septicemia, which is followed by maggot formation and 
ultimately the death of the elephant. Some of the land 
owners on the fringes of the Elephant Reserves protect 
their crop by running a wire on the periphery of the field 

and connecting the wire illegally with the nearest power 
line. Many a time's elephants straying in such landscapes 
touch the wire and get electrocuted. In the morning, when 
forest officers reach the spot, they find that the wires are 
removed and there is hardly any direct evidence to take up 
a criminal case against the accused persons. Land owners 
booked in many such cases have succeeded in going scot 
free, as the conviction rate is hardly 10%. There is 
therefore, no deterrence and the crime goes on unabated.

In Purulia, Bankura and Midinapur districts of 
southern West Bengal, tribal target the elephant herd with 
the bow and arrow. Once again the injury leads to 
septicemia, followed by maggot formation and death of 
elephant. Identifying the culprits in these cases is difficult. 
The question of booking them and securing conviction is 
further difficult.

Management Action 

Villagers' retaliation is also on account of Forest 
Department's apathy towards the suffering of the people 
owing to death and crop losses. Adequate and timely 
compensation should be provided and next to kith and kin 
should be consoled by senior officers in all death cases. I 
found compensation being paid in Uttarakhand in human 
death/ injury cases even inside the forests, which is against 
the norms in other states. 

Attempts are made by Forest departments across 
the states to construct and maintain barriers to prevent 
straying of wild elephants outside forests. Elephant proof 
trenches and solar powered fences constructed on the 
periphery of forests have been rendered ineffective for 
variety of reasons. Each village has people with conflicting 
interest. While one group would fill up trenches to provide 
passage for themselves for collection of fuel wood and for 
their animals to graze, other group would advocate 
maintenance of barriers for their crops. Elephant proof 
trench in patches where soil is loose or at the crossing of 
streams or in high rainfall areas where soil is brought down 




