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The colubrid snakes of the genus Boiga Fitzinger, 
1826 is represented by 32 species in Asia and 16 species in 
India (Orlov and Ryabov, 2002; Tillack et al., 2004; 
Manamendra-Arachchiand and Pethiyagoda, 2007; 
Whitaker and Captain, 2004; Vogeland and Ganesh, 2013). 
Forsten's cat snake Boiga forsteni (Duméril, Bibron et 
Duméril, 1854) has a wide distribution in India and it is 
reported from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Orissa, 
Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and entire Western 
Ghats from Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu. In the west, it is reported from Gujarat and 
Rajasthan (Smith, 1943; Tillack et al., 2004; Srinivasulu and 
Das, 2008; Sharma et al., 2002; Vyas, 2004). The western 
most known locality for the species is Mt. Abu in southern 
Rajasthan (Daniel, 1963; Sharma et al., 2002). The eastern 
distribution limit is recorded as Birbhum and Sijna in West 
Bengal (Stoliczka, 1871; Whitaker and Captain, 2004) and 
Sikkim (Anderson, 1871; Stoliczka, 1871; Theobald, 1876). 
However, Tillack et al. (2008) after analyzing Stoliczka's 
(1871) description showed that the record from Sikkim 
does not represent B. forsteni but is referable to Boiga 
siamensis Nootpand, 1971 (Pauwels et al., 2005). Similarly, 
they also remarked that listing of Boiga forsteni from the 
eastern Himalaya e.g. Darjeeling may be misidentified and 
turn out to be specimen of B. siamensis.

In the North, Boiga forsteni is known from Nepal 
where it is reported from Danagadhi, Sukla Phanta (close 
to Dudhwa Tiger reserve in India) and Dharan all in terai 
landscape within an elevation of 200-349 m (Schleich and 

Kästle, 2002). In India, northernmost limit of the species is 
from the Uttarakhand state and it is reported from three 
districts viz. Dehradun, Pauri and Nainital within an 
elevation of 900 m (Husain and Ray, 1995). However, the 
only specific locality record from Uttarakhand comes from 
a specimen (ZSIK 16395; male) collected from Kaladhungi 
(elevation~393 m) of Nainital district. 

A second specific locality record of Boiga forsteni 
from Uttarakhand state is provided. One adult (unsexed) 
specimen was encountered on July 7, 2013 in the Mundal 

0 0forest camp (29.952781  N, 78.263152  E; 300 msl), Chilla 
Range of Rajaji tiger reserve (Fig. 1) at around 21:00 hr IST. 
It was sighted on a small temporarily wooden roof c. 2m 
above ground. Identification of the species is based on 
observation of its distinct body pattern and colouration. 
Body slender, slightly compressed laterally. The head is 
triangular in shape and distinct from neck. Top of head 
with a conspicuous black mid bar from the frontal shield to 
the nape with two more additional stripes parallel to it 
(Fig. 2A). Eyes are large with vertical pupil and a broad 
black stripe run behind the eye to the angle of mouth. 
Supralabials and infralabials are whitish with few black 
spots. The dorsal coloration is greyish with alternating 
irregular transverse markings giving it a checkered pattern 
(Fig. 2B). Color form of the species encountered falls in 
“variety 1” as described by Mohapatra et al. (2009). 

After observations and photography, the snake 
climbed vertically on Psidium guajava and later it 

Fig. 1: Map showing northernmost locality report of B.forsteni 
from India

Fig. 2: Boiga forstenl variety 1 (A) dorsal view (arrow showing black mid-
stripe on head and two parallel stripes on the neck (B) front view of 
B.forstteni.



disappeared in nearby bush which is about 2m in height. 
The area where the snake was encountered is located in 
between a terai grassland (approximately 65.47 ha) 
dominated by Saccharum spontaneum with sparse trees. 
Surrounding habitat is predominantly a Shorea robusta 
dominated forest. The species known to inhabits 
woodland habitats in dry deciduous forest, moist 
deciduous, peninsular Sal forest and cultivated areas in 

holes of Madhuca indica, Mangifera indica and also found 
in holes of large trees near forest fringe villages (Schleich 
and Kästle, 2002; Mohapatra et al., 2009). Beside B. 
forsteni few other species of snakes were also 
encountered occasionally in the park. The species spotted 
were Ophiophagus hannah, Naja kaouthia, Bungarus 
fasciatus and Lycodon aulicus.
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VIEWS AND EXPRESSIONS

SUGGESTIONS TO LESSEN THE MAN ANIMAL CONFLICT 

The man-animal conflict is one of the burning issues 
of the country today. Different wild animals are having 
dissimilar problems with humans. Every other region is 
experiencing a different issue related to the same wild 
animal and man. 

The major issue is the killing of domestic animals by 
wild carnivores. Man from centuries has been considering 
domestic animals his property and source of income, and if 
they are hurt or killed by wild carnivores, man rages and 
aims to destroy the marauders. 

But, in the bygone days, carnivores killed lots of 
domestic animals, which are not so swift. Olden day 
naturalists divided carnivores, especially tiger and panther, 
in three categories, Cattle Lifter, Game Killer and Man Eater. 
The cattle lifters were bulky and lethargic whereas the game 
killers were lean and swift and lived in deep forests where 
domestic animals could not be encountered.

In the late 1800s, the human population of the 
country was sparse. Vast jungles existed with plenty of 
ungulates. The book The Royal Tiger of Bengal - His Life & 
Death' by J. Fayrer published in 1875 mentions that Captain 
B. Rogers of the Indian army, who studied the habits of 
Indian wildlife, wrote a paper on the destruction caused by 
them. Captain Roger stated, “The loss of property, which the 
ravages of carnivora entailed, amounted to 10 million 
pounds annually.” A large share was attributed to tigers. The 
England parliament proposed destroying the carnivores as 
much as possible. Locals were given award for producing the 
tail of the killed animal for incentive. 

So we can very well visualise the scale of destruction 
of domestic animals at that time by wild carnivores. Now 
this indicates that panthers & tigers do not depend on wild 
ungulates alone as a source of food.  The tendency being 
to exert less to procure food, carnivores adapted to kill 
domestic animals. 

In 1875 when Fayrer's book was published with the 
statistics, the population of wild ungulates in the jungles of 
India was so thick that one cannot imagine. Near Udaipur 
there was a Shikar gaah (hunting reserve) of Maharana of 
Udaipur called Jaisamand. Till the early 50s, whenever we 
ventured through Jaisamand Game Reserve of the 
Maharana, we had to get out of the vehicle at night to 
move herds of sambhar (Cervus unicolor), which roamed 
in large numbers, out of the path. They would be standing 
around dazzled by the artificial light of our car headlights.  

In Jaisamand, there is a hill called Roothi Rani Ka 
Mahal. Maharana Fateh Singh once organised a beat 
(hakka. Villagers make a lot of noise and move in a ring or 
semi circle to chase an animal towards a shikari) on this hill 
and dozens of sambhars simply fell off the hill and got 
killed as a result. After that the Maharana never had a beat 
on that hill again.

In spite of such a thick population of wild ungulates, 
the Maharanas of Udaipur received daily complaints from 
different villages about the big cats doing considerable 
damage to their livestock. They often sent their courtesans 
to destroy the marauders. 

Nowadays, this problem has taken a colossal 
dimension because the population of domestic animals 
have increased manifold. And since this is the Media Era, the 
man animal conflict is getting highlighted out of proportion.

Wild carnivores have a particular track of their own 
to move in the jungles that they follow regularly. Wildlife 
experts must trace down these jungle paths. As the 
numbers of vultures and scavengers have reduced 
significantly, the dead cattle and domestic animals keep 
lying around and rotting for weeks. These dead animals 
can be picked up and kept on the jungle tracks for the wild 
carnivores to feast upon. This will help in making the wild 
carnivores thrive, reduce the number of attacks on cattle 
and eventually reduce the number of man-eaters too. 

· There is a belief that carnivores prefer fresh meat, killed 
by them. They don't go for dead animals, which they 
come across by chance. This is an absolutely wrong 
notion (Tehsin, 1979, 1993 and 2016).  They prefer high 
meat, because it is very easy to tear it apart. In late 50s 
in the jungles of Kumbhlagarh, I observed a leopard on a 
carcass of a cow that was literally covered by maggots. A 
leopard came across this kill and licked up the maggots 
like cream. Then it started eating the flesh.

The other way to reduce the man-animal conflict 
is to increase the population of wild ungulates, namely 
hares and the wild boars, both of which are prolific 
breeders, as a prey for wild carnivores. Separate big 
enclosures can be made in the jungles to breed them. The 
excess stock can be released in the jungles at regular 
intervals for the wild carnivores to prey upon.

Such practical and easy measures should be taken 
by the forest authorities to decrease the man animal 
conflict. 
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