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'Conservation by Murder' is authored by Shri Sudipt, a former journalist (with The Telegraph and Business India 
magazine)  and a keen amateur wildlife enthusiast and environmentalist.  In this book Sh. Dutta narrated the plight of 
tigers and their conventional blood thirsty man-eater image in Sundarbans forest of the Gangetic delta where almost 95 
per cent of world's tiger attacks occur.  The poor sufferer are people living in fringe villagers, fishermen, honey 
collectors, etc.   Author has analyzed the various reasons of villagers sufferings from tigers attack and shown 
disagreement with its blood thirsty image and given wisdom on these tigers.  Ignorance, lack of research, political and 
bureaucratic will and silence of the conservation community has permitted these people to die horrific death. Sh. Dutta 
identified key issues that leads to man-eater attacks and suggests some ways to encourage conservation of the unique 
mangrove forests, increase tiger numbers and curb man-eater  tiger attacks in the Sunderbans. Author has suggested 
ways to streamline fishing, honey collection, tourism activities and also tiger pugmark cencus. Sh. Dutta advocated 
measures or scheme for tackling man-eaters and tiger attack on humans and also to deal with larger conservation 
agenda and a plan to improve forest and environment management in Sunderbans so that it creates a better 
environment for an increased numbers of tigers and also enhance welfare to the marginal peoples living in fringe 
villages.

- A.S. Rawat and M. Ahmad

The damage done by white-ants in India yearly is said to run into untold 
lakhs of rupees. The bulk of this damage is done under ground to growing crops, 
and no way has yet been found of successfully coping with it; though something 
can be done to prevent timber, railway sleepers and so on from being destroyed. 
It is, therefore, instructive to see that experiments recently carried out in 
Australia go to show that white-ants may be driven away by the use of German 
potash (kainit). In the antipodes the ubiquitous white-ant has developed a special 
weakness for fruit trees, and  the Australians have ascertained that if three to four 
pounds of kainit per large tree are mixed with the soil and spread about the roots, 
the ant promptly leaves that tree in search of a more inviting locality. A powerful 
factor in connection with this treatment is that kainit is not only useful in warding 
off attacks of white-ants, but is a valuable manure in addition; so, by using it, 
farmers and orchardists kill two birds with one stone. As we have said, the white-
ant admittedly holds sway in the agricultural tracts of India, and it is to be hoped 
that kainit has come at last to dethrone it - [Capital.]
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